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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

1. Claims 1 and 4-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lenz et al. (2001/0053947 A1 ) in view of Streefkerk et al. 
(6,058,277). 

With regard to claim 1 , Lenz et al teaches a method for print job time 
estimating (e.g. [0024] , and claim 8), wherein said method is comprised of the 
steps selecting a document to be printed (e.g. [0015] by creating a document 
using a web application and storing a reference to the document in a user's 
profile and obtaining a target image of the document by interacting with a 
network servie representing the document to obtain information about the 
document (see [0024, 0027,0031, the profile reads on the settings and history]; 
selecting a target printer (e.g. [0018]-[0019], and fig. 1); viewing characteristic of 
the document on the target home page (e.g. claims 10 and 26); determining the 
amount of time required for the target printer to print the document (e.g. claim 8); 
and printing the document (e.g. fig. 1 and claim 24) , Lenz et al. does teach 
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selecting a printer (e.g. [0018]-[0019], and fig. 1), but Lenz et al. does not teach 
or suggest selecting another target printer to print the document if the time 
required for the first printer to print the document is not acceptable. However, 
Streefkerk et al. ( in the same filed of endeavor, "network printing") teaches that 
it is well known in the art at the time of the invention to select another target 
printer to print the document if the time required for the first printer to print the 
document is not acceptable by viewing processing timing using different printers 
(e.g. abstract, col. 2, line 66 thru col. 3, line 27, col. 5, lines 19-25, col. 6, lines 
41-52, or claim 18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the selecting step of Lenz et al. with the selecting steps 
to select another printer as suggested by Streefkerk et al. because of the 
following reasons: 1) to allow the system of Lenz et al. to direct a print job to 
another printer capable of processing the job quicker; 2) will allow the system of 
Lenz et al to view the timing using different printers, and allowing the user to 
select the printer having the more appropriate processing time; and 3) as 
suggested by Streefkerk et al. in col. 2, line 66 thru col. 3, line 27. 

With regard to claim 4, Lenz et al further teaches viewing a print preview 
image (e.g. [0037], that allow the user to view at anytime before printing). 

With regard to claim 5, Lenz et al further teaches viewing said document to 
be printed and determining a number of copies of said document to be printed 
(e.g. [0024]-[0027]); and interacting with said target printer (e.g. [0025 ],[0026] 
and [0036]). 
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With regard to claim 6, Lenz et al further teaches employing a browser 
located substantially within a computer (e.g. [0007], [008] ,[0032] and [0038]; 
establishing a connection between browser and a server located substantially on 
a printer; and interacting between browser and said server (e.g. [0032]-[0035]) . 

With regard to claims 7-8, the limitations of claims 7-8 are covered by the 
limitations of claims 1 ,3 and 6 above; and Lenz et al further teaches the second 
computer (see fig. 1). 

With regard to claim 9, Lenz et al further teaches showing a preview of said 
characteristics of said document on a target printer home page (e.g. [0037] and 
claim 10 & claim 26). 

With regard to claims 10-11, Lenz et al further teaches providing an 
indication from said target printer as to the amount of time required for said 
printer (or printer home page) to complete said printing of said document (e.g. 
claims 4, 8,9„ and 26). 

With regard to claims 1 2-1 6, Lenz et al further teaches calculating amount of 
time required to print said document on said target printer and the display for 
displaying, (e.g. claim 8, inherently teaches the data has to be display using a 
monitor or computer display, also, the light means read on the image displayed). 
With regard to claim 17, the limitations of claim 17 are covered by the limitations 
of claim 1 above; and Lenz further teaches determining if the target printer can 
print said document in a desired time period (e.g. inherently reads on claims 8-9, 
by knowing the start time and the completion time a desired completion time can 
be calculated). 
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Conclusion 



2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Gabriel I. Garcia whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7434. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 
7:30 AM-6:00 PM. The fax phone number for this group is (571) 273-8300. 



CENTRALIZED DELIVERY POLICY: For patent related 
correspondence, hand carry deliveries must be made to the 
Customer Service Window (now located at the Randolph Building, 
401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314), and facsimile 
transmissions must be sent to the Central FAX number, unless an 
exception applies. For example, if the examiner has rejected 
claims in a regular U.S. patent application, and the reply to the 
examiner's Office action is desired to be transmitted by facsimile 
rather than mailed, the reply must be sent to the Central FAX 
Number. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 



272-2600. 
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